TO THE RESCUE

Greyhounds find a happy home after their racing career is over.

EY KERRI

or a lot of people. traveling with their dogs is

pure pleasure; many dogs enjoyv some of the

same reereational activities as their hbumanas. For

Michaela Lamourenx, founder and president of

i E!ll..lF‘Flj Hounds Grevhound and _-"l.lIu}'.||-:_|||
Ine.. taking a van full of grevhounds From racing tracks
that have shut down, or ather rescues in the United States,
to her home in ":E':il'|!'|i|:'|-|-"!z_. Canada, ig born out of necessity
rather than pleasure

The pleasure part of it comes later, when she's able 1o
place a grevhound in a good home

Lamoureus has driven as far as Kansas through
snowstorms—and once even had to drive with one very
nervous greyhound planted on her head. During that trip,
ahewas pan of a caravan of volunteers and missed her exit,
Lamoureus says she had to go "four wheeling” in order to
catch up with the other volunteers.

“We've had some seary trips.” says Lamoureux. "In No-
vember (6, we were going to Grand Forks and hit a really bad
snowstorm: we had nine dogs withus and almost rofled.”

Lamourenx dizscovered her love for greyhounds when
she first purchased a coyote hound from a pet store.
"Someone asked me if he was a rescue from a track,” says
Lamourenx. *| knew very little about racing then,”

Laimowreux’'s love for her dog grew. and as she re
searched the breed more, she learned that in the Uniced
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States, paramutual betting drives the grevhound racing
|r|-1u=|1r_'u.'- "We have a track in Canada. but F_u_ul: bettine
drives it and it iz a small, family - run organization that =
alg0 non-profit.” says Lamourcux. "It's the law that they
cannol make money from it.”

This isdifferent from the 1.5, svstem. which continualls
produces dogs to drive the profits. In Kansas, where many
grevhound farms produce the doge. the grevhound ia the
only canine breed in the state regarded as “livestock.” If
Li'...lu_.'f-a'lllr" not [ast enough, or are retired, some owners have
the dogs futhanized, as there are too many dogs for the
homes that are available

“I've never heard of the track in Canada not finding
homes for all of their retired dogs,” savs Lamoureus

When she decided to .||||l||1 a dog, she found & rescue
u|'|{.mi.-ruinr= ity ﬂ_::tl'l.a-:i.'q. |::-|_|I BAYE. "54||1||_-r|'||1|g |:-_'-§|i T mad
to trust it. she says. Instead. she contacted rescues in
America, which were reluctant r-:;.ldu!n a recently retired
racing r|n.|._{ to @ first-time owner 8o I'i-r.mu_-.

While searching the Internet one day. Lamoureux found
a dog. "1 just felt an immediate connection,” she aavs
Lamoureux contacied the resege, which was locassed 10
[linois, and says, [he woman didn’t even flinch when |
told herwhere I was. ™ She picked up herdog, and remained
in contact with the rescoe’s owner, In 2004, the founder
of that rescue could no longer run the organization and
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Lamoureus toek it over.

Lamoureuy and one of her first volunicers drove and
retrieved three grevhounds that became the first success
glories for Hi speed Hounds, Lamoureux save that was
also her begt ITige. It was verv exi IfimE and & mew TUmeE L
my lite, save Lamoureux, "When | picked up those dogs,
1t made me feel like it was the beginning of somethans
reatly g :

ahe savs one of the worst trips was a drive 1o Fargo, N.D
i LUk where they retricved one doren dops from Geneva
Lakes, "The dogs were very freaked out; we had 1o be very
careful with them,"” says Lamoureux

Since she has APl hesded the organization, Lamoureus
has attracted 3 dedicated team of volunteers and 3 good
core of foster homes, She has learned to sssess Bomes and
families quirkiv io make sure 1|‘.l'.'| are g #’:::Ili match for
hier rescues, 1 know the r|.|:|_l_{-;. well and when people comes,

I have a pretiy good idea of which dogs would be good,”

Hi Speed Hounds
Rrscue Foluniesrs,

2avs Lamoureux. That doesn’t mean every applicant gets a
T, 1 : Lamoureux ks careful to place dogs in homes
that will not only be gafe for the entire f:lrlll]_'l.' and other
pets. but for the dogs

1 gaid mo 1o a family with a smal ohild that lef the gate
open all of the time.” says Lamoureux, “The mother's
FEAPONSE wis "She'll have 1o learn.” T didn’t want her to
ledrn on one of my dogs

Latnoureux savs she would like to educate E.|-r||||-e- and
!:-'||l '1I=.-'}'-'| the mythsabout retired racers. Lamourenx savs
mosl peaple hieliew u’:-'"-"ll:-llrll.lh Ere |||§::'- TSI ) v
that they need lots and lots of exercise, and that thev're
not smart and they re diffienli to train.

MNome of that is frEe, BHVH Lamoureux. ™ Bex AL :'|||'_l. Vi
lived their Lives in kennels ‘.hl'_'. are mmostly [EE grateful to
b getting a second chance 1o live in a home.”

Lime '|III|i_' that is true iz tha srevhounds have a VETY
tugh metabolism and they do eat quite a bit, although they
are often very thin

All of the dogs available for ,_-.|||_|!|r|-|||.1| Hi f"-:up-e-:-d]lu-.: ks
.1:"'“F='ZI_“"|.i.‘2|'|.ur‘--lll'.'-"-.'.-l‘.-f haveall of theirimmunizations
For Americans who would like to ;uln!_._r a prevhound from
Hi -ﬁF-I'I'I'| ATl 'E:-F1II:£ them back to the staes, Lamoursux
says there aren't any quarantine restrictions and she

}II'II"-."iI'* the P if of iImmunmizations m

ALL OF THE DOGS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION
AT HI-SPEED HOUNDS ARE SPAYED AND NEUTERED
AND HAVEALL OF THEIR IMMUNIZATIONS.
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